
RECREATION 
IMPACT 
ASSESSMENTS 

Planning in a data-deficient 

environment 

Rob Greenaway, Rob Greenaway & 

Assoc. 



Recreation 
assessments 
in a data-
deficient 
environment 

Changes in methods over time 

Contemporary data sources 

 Integration with other 

specialities 

Data gaps 

Does it really matter? 

 



Changes in 
methods over 
time 

Qualitative methods (the most 

important): no change – still 

hard 

 

Quantitative: lots of change – 

still hard 
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Chart 1: On-line presence - location by activity
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‘On-line 

discourse 

analysis’  



2013 - Whareroa 

wastewater discharge 

 

Aerial counts 



Intercept surveys 

2016 – Hutt River corridor 

2020 – Manuherekia River 
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Figure 1: Change over time (better, same, worse) by experience in years 



AIS data 

2020 - Ponui 

Marine Farm  

 

‘pleasure 

craft’ 

 



AIS data – 

live 

positions of 

pleasure 

craft, 7 April 

2021 and 

cumulative 

tracks 2019 

 

 



Strava data ‘all 

activities’ 

2021 - 

Northport 

 



Strava data 

‘watersports’ 

2022 – 

Whakatāne 

 



Integration 
with other 
specialities 

 No ‘social impact assessment’ 

 Relevant technical assessment 

focuses on their effects on the 

community (cultural, traffic, noise, 

dust, light, vibration, groundwater, 

landscape, etc) 

 Recreation dependent on many of 

those specialities (ecology, noise, 

navigation, hydrology, landscape, 

etc) 

 AEE report is the SIA 



Kayaking 

Fishing 

Swimming 

Activity flow bands by mean daily flows at Manuherekia ‘Campground’ for 2019 

Fishing 

Jet 
boating 

LAeq(1h) of screams from riders over a 1 hour duration at 1.5m height 



Data gaps 



Little appetite for quantitative 

research at national and regional 

levels – besides NZ Fish & Game 

Council and Sport NZ (cf MPI and 

marine fisheries) 

Sport NZ Active NZ 2019 :Proportion 

of those who have participated in each 

sport or activity in the 12 months prior 

among adults in 2019.  



MPI NABIS data: recreational fishing effort 2004/05 and 2011/12 
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Does it matter? 



Port Gore 2012 



Port Gore 2017 


