New Zealand Association for Impact Assessment

Chair’s Report 2025

NZAIA’s financial year runs from January to December, and our financial reports at this AGM are for the 2024 year.
But, that seems a long time ago, so after briefly recounting 2024 highlights, | have taken the liberty of also including
activities from 2025 and plans for 2026 in this report.

2024

In addition to regular e-brief and social media posts, the highlight for 2024 was our annual conference held from 22
— 23 October at Chateau on the Park in Otautahi Christchurch. The theme was “New Challenges: the Future of
Impact Assessment” and we spent two days discussing new legislation and challenges, with a focus on cultural
values. In 2024, we also made a submission on the Fast Track Approvals Bill in April.

2025

During this year (2025) our routine mahi included publishing monthly editions of our e-brief (thank you Richard),
updates to our website and social media and improving the administration of memberships. We also had a busy
year of responding to resource management reform with submissions on the Regulatory Standards Bill in June, and
on the Infrastructure, Freshwater and Going for Housing Growth National Direction in July and August.

We published a discussion paper: “Impact assessment and planning” in July 2025. Prof Richard Morgan, Dr Dy Jolly
and | contributed to a New Zealand Planning Institute (NZPI) Talking Points webinar regarding the role of Impact
Assessment in Planning on 22 July 2025. The Charities Act that we fall under requires us to make some changes to
our governance, and we progressed changes to our Constitution that are being tabled for adoption today.

An issues of Impact Connector on Rural Resilience was published in March 2025, and a second issue focussing on
marine activities is under preparation. We are planning for this edition to come out by the end of the year. Other
themes are already being discussed, but we are always happy to hear from members, and the wider reading
audience, about topics that would be of particular interest and value. Guest editors are also welcome: send an email
to admin@nzaia.org.nz if you are interested.

2026

We continue to work behind the scenes on some initiatives with some of our partner organisations that will bear
fruit in the next few years. We have progressed, in collaboration with SPREP, the organisation of our next annual
conference in June next year. Further information will be available in due course.

2027

Our BID to host in IAIA annual conference at te Pae in Christchurch in 2027, that we prepared in partnership with
EIANZ and SPREP has been provisionally accepted by IAIA, with a site visit to Christchurch taking place from 8 — 11
October. We will need input from many people to realise this event should the success of our BID be confirmed.
Members that might be interested in serving on one of the committees associated with the conference, are invited



to contact me at admin@nzaia.org.nz. The Committees that will be established are for sponsorship, the programme
and logistics, public relations and local arrangements.

Thanks

As Chair, I'm always grateful for the great support from my fellow office holders, namely Gilly Stewart, (Secretary),
and Andrew Crosland (Treasurer) and the wider core group. All of the core group have contributed in various ways,

at our monthly meetings, arranging our conferences, preparing submissions, drafting papers, managing members and
updating governance documents.

Nga mihi.

Terry Calmeyer (Chair of NZAIA)



