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Waikirikiri Selwyn



Our People

People love Waikirikiri Selwyn. We have experienced 
unprecedented growth, change and development in recent 
decades, and so far, have responded well to the pressures and 
opportunities this growth entails. We expect continued growth in 
our future.

Since 2009, our population has more than doubled, and in the last 
decade (2013 - 2023) we grew by 75% - making us the fastest 
growing district in the country. 

New arrivals to Waikirikiri Selwyn are looking for modern, 
affordable housing, with good amenities and services nearby. 

This has fuelled demand for new infrastructure, which Council and 
the Government have been delivering through investment in 
schools, parks, recreation facilities, water and wastewater 
systems, and community and health facilities. 



What is  Waikirikiri Ki Tua 

Future Selwyn ?

Waikirikiri Ki Tua Future Selwyn is our long-term approach 
to intergenerational wellbeing, sustainability, resilience, 
growth, change and development in Waikirikiri Selwyn. 

It is future-focused, looking out to the next 50 to 100 years, to 
provide the strategic and spatial direction for navigating our 
future

Waikirikiri Ki Tua Future Selwyn includes a Strategy, 
underpinned by a Strategic Framework that will guide where 
and how we grow into the future, the work we do, and the 
projects we deliver for our communities. 
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Our Cultural Connection

Waikirikiri Ki Tua is a commitment to striving for a better future.  
Waikirikiri is the original name for the Selwyn River.  

The word Waikirikiri refers to water washing over gravel.  

Ki tua refers to the beyond, on the further side (of a solid body).  It 
is used in context with Waikirikiri to speak to the desire to move 
beyond the present and to anticipate and navigate into the future. 

Ki Tua also references the past, ki tua whakarere, the Selwyn of 
old.  

It is important to remember where we have come from, our 
whakapapa, our foundations.

Waikirikiri Ki Tua provides the platform for us to be tenacious, agile 
and alert to the opportunities ahead of us. 



What Led Us Here?

Waikirikiri Ki Tua Future Selwyn represents the review and update 
of the current District Development Strategy, Selwyn 2031.

Waikirikiri Ki Tua Future Selwyn builds on previous strategic work 
at Council,  but also includes other strategic work from our 
involvement in the Canterbury Mayoral Forum and the Greater 
Christchurch Partnership.

Unlike Selwyn 2031, Waikirikiri Ki Tua Future Selwyn has an 
elevated status in the strategic hierarchy of Council plans, policies 
and strategies.

Waikirikiri Ki Tua Future Selwyn is about ћƚƣƖċƣĲŊǃШŔŰШŸŰĦĲШƓũċĦĲќ,

 Waikirikiri Ki Tua Future Selwyn was developed with the purpose 
of coordinating and aligning the existing landscape of strategies, 
polices and plans, to ensure internal strategic alignment.
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Greater Christchurch Context



Building Interactivity
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Our Many Futures
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Our Area Plans
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