


Cumulative Impacts

• For tangata whenua, the impacts of Climate Change will be 
compounded by the impacts of social inequity as a result of 
colonisation as such there will be a much more marked impact on our 
people.

• You cannot separate climate change from social justice and the lack of 
QUALITY engagement through Te Tiriti o Waitangi



We are more part of the solution, than the 
problem
• Let's consider some statistics in terms of the contribution of 

Indigenous peoples to climate mitigation;
• we hold 80% of the world’s biodiversity in our territories
• we have sequestered 30 times the global CO2 emissions in our Indigenous 

and communally managed forests
• Almost 50 per cent of the total indigenous vegetation remaining on private 

land is held in Māori title
• DOC holds much of the rest and Māori continue to seek the return of their 

lands under the DOC estate.
• Māori are being asked more and more, to give up their development 

opportunities for the good of the country and to 'fix' problems not created by 
us



Carbon Zero Act and Te Tiriti o Waitangi

• Section 3A amended: particular attention is required to 
seeking nominations from iwi and Māori representative 
organisations:

• with respect to section 5H (which relates to appointments of 
members of the Commission), the Minister must, before 
recommending the appointment of a member to the 
Commission, have regard to the need for the Commission to 
have members who have technical and professional skills, 
experience, and expertise, and innovative approaches, 
relevant to the Treaty of Waitangi (Te Tiriti o Waitangi):

• with respect to sections 5ZD and 5ZF (which require the 
Minister to prepare and publish an emissions reduction plan), 
the Minister must include in a emissions reduction plan a 
strategy to recognise and mitigate the impacts on iwi and 
Māori of reducing emissions and must ensure that iwi and 
Māori have been adequately consulted on the plan:

• with respect to section 5ZQ (which requires the Minister to 
prepare a national adaptation plan), the Minister must, in 
preparing a plan, take into account the economic, social, 
health, environmental, ecological, and cultural effects of 
climate change on iwi and Māori:



And so… what will we need to do 
in our communities?














